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his [first] appearance ever gained before. He made two speeches in the House for repealing the Stamp-act, which were publickly commended by Mr. Pitt, and have filled the town with wonder1.
' Burke is a great man by nature, and is expected soon to attain civil greatness.2 I am grown greater too, for I have maintained the newspapers these many weeks3; and what is greater still, I have risen every morning since New-year's day, at about eight; when I was up, I have indeed done but little; yet it is no slight advancement to obtain for so many hours more, the consciousness of being.
' I wish you were in my new study4; I am now writing the first letter in it. I think it looks very pretty about me.
' Dyer6 is constant at THE CLUB ; Hawkins is remiss; I am not over diligent. Dr. Nugent, Dr. Goldsmith, and Mr. Reynolds, are very constant. Mr. Lye is printing his Saxon and Gothick Dictionary" ; all THE CLUB subscribes.
' You will pay my respects to all my Lincolnshire friends. I am, dear Sir,
' Most affectionately your's, ' March 9, 1766.                                       ' SAM. JOHNSON.'
Johnson's-court, Fleet-street V
'To BENNET LANGTON, ESQ., AT LANGTON, NEAR SPILSBY,
LINCOLNSHIRE. ' DEAR SIR,
' In supposing that I should be more than commonly affected by the death of Peregrine Langton8., you were not mistaken; he
1  It was of these speeches that Macaulay wrote:—' The House of Commons heard Pitt for the last time, and Burke for the first time, and was in doubt to which of them the palm of eloquence should be assigned.    It was indeed a splendid sunset and a splendid dawn.' Macaulay's Essays (edition 1874), iv. 330.
2  Se&flost, March 20,1776.
3  Boswell has already stated (ante, Oct. 1765) that Johnson's Shakespeare was ' virulently attacked' by Kenrick.    No doubt there were other attacks and rejoinders too.
4  Two days earlier he had drawn up a prayer on entering Novum Museum.    Pr. and Med. p. 69.
0 Se&flost, 1780, in Mr. Langton's Collection.
8 Dictzonarmm Saxonico et Gothico-Latinum.    London, 1772.    Lye died in 1767.   O. Manning completed the work. 7 See Appendix A.                  8 Mr. Langton's uncle.   BOSWELL.
wase, and would so 1U1 up the intermediate space with reiterated cor-reetions, thai scarcely a word of his Urnl elfusiunn WUH left unaltered.' Goldsmith's Misc. ll'urfa.l. 113.
